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2. Conclusion

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are planned to be
achieved by 2030. But, every day around the world, more and more
problems are arising and they are causing many people and wildlife to
suffer. In this seminar, we learned about the environmental problems that
the Australian Government has been focusing on. | learned about the
environmental problems in my classes at school, but | did not know
anything at all about what kind of environmental problems were occurring
in the world now. | was surprised and sad when | found out what the
problems were actually like. For example, sea turtles sometimes
mistakenly eat plastic bags thinking that they are fish. It is very
dangerous for them because they cannot digest plastics and, if worse
comes to worst, they die. At the end of that day, | began to suspect that
similar problems might have occurred in Osaka Bay, so | searched the



Internet for any information about it. What | found was that Osaka Bay
also contains a lot of plastic waste. | was not interested in such things
before but | reflected on my behavior because | realized that it is a problem
that affects me, and | wondered if | too had been a bad influence on the
environment.

| was very surprised and saddened, which lead me to look carefully at
my own life. Australian children are interested in the SDGs and the
natural environment in which they live. And they have their own opinions
about how they can contribute or do something to maintain and improve
the environment, not only in Australia but also all over the world. | had
not known anything at all about the SDGs and was not interested in
environmental issues until | learned about them in my class, so | was very
surprised by their high level of awareness and began to think, “Shouldn’t
Japanese people think more about the importance of the environment?” |
asked my friends, “Do you know what kinds of waste segregation are
implemented in the city you live in?” They could not answer this question
confidently. This in itself is a serious problem. When the Australian
children asked me this question, | was very surprised because | could not
answer it but they could answer it perfectly. As mentioned earlier, their
level of awareness about the environment is very high.

Their motivation to protect the environment comes not only from their
education but also their reflection on the past. Japanese have a history
which should be reflected on, but such memories are weathering away day
by day, and are slowly disappearing. We must not let them disappear.
We must not forget about the people and animals that have been harmed,
and be aware that many environmental issues are happening around us.
Through this seminar, | felt that Japanese people must begin to think about
solutions for how we can protect and improve the environment of not only
Japan but the world.

Future goals

Through this seminar, | felt that there are vast differences in the way
the Japanese youth and the youth of the world think. Most of the youth
living in Japan are not interested in environmental problems. This is very
dangerous. |If left as is, many of the Japanese youth, when stepping into




the globalized society, will be shut out from the international community
due to their lack of awareness of environmental issues. It was much
easier to interact with foreigners than | first expected. Since COVID-19
has spread rapidly all over the world, students are now well equipped to
use the Internet in school and take classes online. Can we hold more
conferences more easily than before the spread of the virus? If we use
this system, we can interact with each other without the high costs
necessary for traveling. By having the SDGs and environmental issues as
major themes in these interactions, the youth of Japan will be able to
exchange ideas with people living in foreign countries, revise and improve
their ideas, and finally create a more sustainable society for those around
them.

“I can accept failure, everyone fails at something.
But | can’t accept not trying.”  (Michael Jordan 1963~)

Everything is a challenge. Let’s learn together.
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